Minutes for Promontory Elementary PAC
Location: Promontory Elementary School Gym
Date: September 21, 2020
Time: 7:00 pm
Attendees: Melissa Benz, Nicole Griffith, Karmen Sawracki, Jennifer Allen, Kristie O’Hara, Katie
McNulty, Amanda Gervais, Lisa Van Dalfsen, Chuck Bloch, Leah Shields, Pamela Fox (Zoom).
Meeting called to order at 7:09pm by Nicole.
Minutes were adopted by Leah, Kristie seconds. All in favor – Motion Passes.
Agenda was adopted by Amanda, Leah seconds. All in favor – Motion Passes.

Administrator Report: Lisa Van Dalfsen & Chuck Bloch
This year’s start up is going smoothly so far. The staggered start times are working well, and there is an overall
feeling of calm as they are making a huge difference. The parking lot is running smoothly as well. There is less
conflict in the playgrounds with staggered breaks times. Students are able to distance due to being able to go
anywhere in bounds (other than the Kindergarten students) which helps them to spread out.
The students all seem to be adapting well to the changes.
Fruit & Veggie program starts back up this week. This will run a little differently with volunteers wearing masks and
gloves when handling and passing out the food and milk.
Terry Fox Challenge will start this week and will also be run differently. Each class will have their own challenges and
will run when able. The assembly will be projected in each classroom with a slide show for each class being played.
Parent Question - Will parents be able to view this as well since they have been invited to attend in the past? Admin
will check on student’s media release forms to make sure no students who have declined will be featured first.
Staffing. There was a shared position in a grade 2 class with both teachers going on leave. This position has been
filled with on teacher taking on the full time role. There are some temporary EAs in place currently. They are
temporary usually until October when final decisions are made based on the needs of the school and how many
students will require EAs.
Parent Question - Could parents opt out of the bulk buying of school supplies as there is often many supplies
coming home at the end of the year creating unnecessary waste? Often the bulk buy is not a “one item per child” buy,
but more often a “classroom supply” buy. This tends to lead to students taking better care of community items as
opposed to neglecting their own things. At the end of the year teachers try to portion out what is left to return home
with the children as it was paid for by their families. It is often more expensive to pay for their own items than the bulk
buying option. Mr. Bloch will take this feedback to the next staff meeting to see if anything can be adjusted. There are
some options available for recycling markers etc...

Treasurer’s Report: Katie McNulty
Financial reports attached to this document.
The final payment for the new playground has yet to be made. Mr. Bloch is still working on the final balance owing as
the cost is shared with the city.
The bill for the planners will also be coming soon.
With Covid, this year’s fundraising my look different than expected when the budget was drafted. We will need to reevaluate this amount before moving forward with some things. Some things that we were budgeting to spend money
on will likely change as well.
There was a motion to spend more money on Teacher Appreciation as it was very close last year and had only 40 of
70 possible staff members take advantage of the lunch. This motion was tabled until the budget can be reviewed.

Fundraising Report: Leah Shields
Great Little Coupon Book happening now and will run through Munch-a-lunch until October 12th. When an order is
placed, the books are delivered to the classroom teacher to hand out.
Neufeld Farms will run from October 5th to the 19th, with pick up scheduled for Saturday October 31st at 10am in the
parking lot. We are hoping to hold another Neufeld farms order closer to Christmas as this typically does well.
We are also looking into a Mable’s Labels fundraiser. Details to follow...
The majority of our fundraising this year will need to be done online due to Covid-19.

PHECSA Report: Kristie O’Hara
Panther Pen is almost full. There are only a couple of part time spots still available.
Their AGM was postponed last May and will be held October 19th via zoom.
They are looking for a new guitar teacher. (Rosedale is as well as the former teacher was at both locations.)

Hot Lunch Report: Kristie O’Hara
Hot lunches have been approved for the year! These will work a little differently due to making sure food items are
individually packaged. Hot Lunch committee to meet this week to go over more details.
Hot lunch is expected to remain at two Fridays per month, and will only be booked one month in advance. Parent
volunteers will be greatly limited or not required in order to keep the number of people out of the school building.
When necessary they may be able to use the music room as there is another entrance that can be used to minimize
the traffic inside the building.
The first dates for hot lunch are tentatively October 16th and October 30th. Details to follow...

New Business: Nicole Griffith
PAC Email. It was discussed to see if there was a preference to using Gmail or the SD33 provided PAC email. With
the SD33 email comes a help desk and better security protection. It was agreed to use this platform and to have two
to three people with access. These should be the President, the Communication Liaison, and the Secretary.

Communication: Amanda Gervais
In an effort to improve communication to parents, the PAC will be making an effort to post more often on the
Facebook page. The Hot Lunch committee will take care of posts relating to Hot Lunches. The Fundraising
Committee will handle posts related to Fundraising, and the Communication Liaison will post the rest. This will include
more Spirit Building posts, reminders for events including Pro-D Days, picture days, etc. As the page is a Public page
open to the Promontory Community, there should not be posts of students’ faces. With the messenger on the
Facebook app, messages are to be responded to by the page admin who can best answer the question (example; a
hot lunch question will be answered by the hot lunch committee).
The PAC will also be making an effort to keep the PAC tab updated on the school website. This will include Meeting
minutes and agenda, upcoming events, and other PAC news. With not every parent having access to Facebook, this
will help reach more parents.

DPAC Report: DPAC Position Vacant
Melissa nominated Pamela Fox for the position of DPAC Rep. Karmen seconds the nomination. Pamela accepted the
nomination. None opposed therefore Pamela Fox has been voted in as the new DPAC rep for Promontory Heights
Elementary School.
Next PAC meeting will be held Tuesday October 20th at 7pm. A zoom link will be provided closer to this date.
Meeting adjourned at 8:14pm

